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It is a great honor to be nominated for the IAEG President. I have been working at China University of 

Geosciences (CUG) for more than 39 years. During this period, I served as the Director of Department 

of Engineering Geology from 1990 to 1994, Dean of Faculty of Engineering from 1994 to 2007, Vice-

President of the university since 2007, Vice-President of IAEG since 2018, Chairman of the 

Engineering Geology Committee of the Geological Society of China since 2020, and President of 

Badong National Observation and Research Station of Geohazards since 2021. It is noteworthy that 

CUG is the most famous university in field of geoscience in China, and CUG is the most active institute 

in IAEG. With the abundant experience of running CUG, 15 years of being the Vice-President for IAEG 

China National Group, and 4 years of being the Vice-President for IAEG, I am quite prepared to serve 

as the IAEG President. My proposal unfolds in the aspects of challenges and opportunities for IAEG, 

contributions from China and my future plan for the service of IAEG President. The details are as 

follows. 

Challenges and opportunities for IAEG 

IAEG is an authoritative organization leading global researches on Engineering Geology. Through the 

full cooperation between national groups and academies, IAEG has solved a number of major 

problems regarding engineering geology and environment, and made outstanding contributions to 

economic development and human-earth harmony. However, IAEG faces new challenges in today's 

global backdrop. The world today is undergoing an industrial revolution led by high technology, which 

impacts the existing production mode, and the contents and methodologies of Engineering Geology 

work will also have fundamental changes. Yet at the same time, the Covid-19 has had a noticeable 

impact on the global academic communications and cooperation. Facing a world full of challenges, 

IAEG must grasp opportunities. On one hand, to further expand the influence of IAEG, the number of 

National Groups need to be further expanded, for which it is necessary to create or develop influential 

conferences. On the other hand, it is also important to innovate the operative and management modes, 

so as to realize free communications and cooperation between countries/regions, and to continuously 

develop engineering geological science and technology to make global IAEG full of vitality. 

Contributions from China 

A large number of engineering geological problems were encountered and resolved in the construction 

of various engineering projects in China, which could provide valuable experience for the infrastructure 

construction and urban development in the developing countries. For example, during the construction 

of several Mega Projects with significant international influence, including the Sichuan-Tibet Railway 



project, and the Baihetan Hydropower Station project, various engineering geological challenges, such 

as active faults, high in-situ stress, strong earthquake, landslide geohazards, have been overcome by 

Chinese scholars and engineers. The resulting theories and techniques have been applied 

successfully to the construction of similar projects in Southeast Asia, Middle East and South America. 

Over the past three decades, my research group has been devoting to the research of the prevention 

and mitigation of landslide geohazards, and has obtained remarkable achievements. For example, we 

have built an Experimental Site Lab in a giant landslide in Badong county in Three Gorges Reservoir 

Area, and have established the Badong National Observation and Research Station of Geohazards, 

providing plenty of materials for research, teaching and training of landslide geohazards for students, 

researchers and engineers from all around the world. Based on the Observation and Research Station, 

we sponsored the Badong International Geohazards Symposium (BIGS) series, which have become 

a well-known brand and offered a great opportunity for scholars around the world to communicate and 

cooperate in prevention and mitigation of landslide geohazards. 

Future plan 

It is noted that while significant progress has been made in IAEG, there is still much to be solved and 

promoted. For example, only 49 out of over 224 countries/regions and 4436 out of a global population 

of 7.6 billion are the IAEG countries/regions and individual members, respectively. In particular, only 

14 out of 48 countries/regions in Asia have developed members, while the rest of the countries such 

as Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar, etc. are still without individual members. We need to develop more 

countries/regions and more individual members globally to IAEG, we need to strengthen the 

connection and cooperation among the IAEG institutes and IAEG members, and we need to promote 

the communication between the IAEG and sister societies. Listed below are some of the items that 

will be mainly focused in my proposed agenda. 

1. Develop members on a targeted basis, especially in countries/regions that currently do not have 

individual members. Aim to increase the IAEG individual members by 10% and develop 10 more 

countries / regions without individual members; 

2. Encourage and support national and international symposia, conferences and meetings at 

representative project sites; 

3. Establish a number of courses and training programs for young scholars and engineers; 

4. Enhance academic exchanges between countries / regions based on the unique geological 

environment and research specialties of individual countries / regions to promote the advancement 

of Engineering Geology; 



5. Encourage collaborative applications for international cooperation and exchange programs to 

achieve in-depth partnerships and communications; 

6. Establish cooperation with more international organizations and companies; 

7. Establish an international exchange platform to attract more international scholars to perform 

scientific research, so as to improve teaching and training in Engineering Geology, and to collect, 

evaluate and disseminate the results of engineering geological activities on a worldwide basis. 
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