Dr Helen Reeves
CANDIDATE FOR IAEG VICE PRESIDENT FOR NORTHERN EUROPE
I am seeking election to the position of Vice President for Northern Europe because I believe
that I have the necessary knowledge, experience and time to assist the Northern European
National Groups as well as the Executive Committee and the Council.
I have been an active member and participant of the IAEG Council, as UK National group
President, since 2010. This long and sustained period has enabled me to gain much insight
into the operation and working of the IAEG. This experience and knowledge will enable me to
quickly and effectively integrate and work with the new IAEG Executive and wider Council.
As well as my IAEG professional activities I am an internationally leading and renowned
Chartered engineering geologist (CGeol), specialising in site, rock mass and geological
hazard characterisation, assessment and communication. I have 20 years’ postgraduate
experience in engineering geology and geohazard research, with over 30 peer review
publications, policy review documents/reports and industry commissioned reports covering a
range of topics from site and geohazard characterisation & assessment, mapping, rock mass
characterisation, and geomechanics. In Jacobs I am currently the Head of Discipline for
Engineering Geology (Europe). Additionally, I am also involved in a range of projects with
mainly a nuclear site characterisation and geohazard assessment focus. Before joining
Jacobs in 2020, I was at the British Geological Survey (BGS) for 18 years. For the last 12
years at BGS I was the Science Director for Engineering Geology & Infrastructure. In this role
I provided regular technical advice to both the UK (Cabinet Office, GO Science - SAGE) and
Scottish (e.g. Scottish Resilience) governments through her BGS and Natural Hazard
Partnership (NHP) roles. Additionally, I have also advised several international boards (e.g.
US Transport Research Board), technical scientific groups (US National Research Council,
International Ass. Engineering Geology & the Environment, EU Civil Protection) and industry
stakeholders (e.g. CIRIA Geotechnical Asset Owners Forum, Network Rail, Highways
England, HS2). In 2020 I received the Geological Society of London’s Coke Medal; in 2017,
the Yorkshire Geological Society’s Bisat Award and in 2015 and I was awarded the Geological
Society’s Engineering Geology Group Award.
Currently the Northern European Groups comprises of 14 National Groups. At the last IAEG
Council meeting in October 2021 annual reports were only submitted by 7 of these National
Groups (Belgium, Belorussia, Czech Republic, Germany, Russia, Slovak Republic and the
UK). It is also surprising that there are a limited number of active Nordic countries involved in
the IAEG, despite the wealth of engineering geological experience and several individual
members being involved in IAEG commissions. If elected, using my experience and contacts
from working across many of the Nordic countries I will endeavour to engage and work with
Nordic country contacts to encourage them to join the IAEG. Additionally, I will actively contact
and regularly communicate with all the Northern European National Groups to understand why
membership of some National Groups is low and assist wherever possible in overcoming any
issues and increase the membership of the IAEG in these countries.
In addition to the Northern European Group, if elected, I would also seek to provide support
and help the YEG and Website groups. These groups form the foundations of our IAEG
community and are crucial to the continued success and long-term future of the IAEG. I would
like to help ensure we find new ways and new technologies to interactively engage and
communicate with our community on a regular basis to ensure we build on our community and
strengthen it for future generations.

